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5/14/1750 - PHS # 1700.017 !!
Whereas the Town Council of the Town of Portsmouth in the County of Newport in the 
Colony of Rhode Island.  At a meeting of said Town Council held the 14th Day of May, 
Anno Domini 1750. Ordered that a Parish Child named Philip Gusteen, the son of 
Pathena Gusteen be bound out an Apprentice by the clerk of said Town Council unto John 
Cory of North Kingstown in Kings County in the Colony aforesaid for the term or time 
fifteen years from the day of the date of said meeting.  !
Now this indenture, made the fourteenth day of May in the twenty third year of his 
Majesty’s Reign George the Second, King of Great Britain, Anno Domini 1750. 
Witnesseth that I, William Sanford, Clerk of the said Town Council of Portsmouth 
aforesaid, pursuant to the order of the said Town Council, have put, and by these present, 
do put and bind the above named Philip Gusteen, an Apprentice, unto the above named 
John Cory and in case of death of the said John Cory within the said Term then to serve 
Joseph Cory, son to the said John Cory, the remaining part of his apprenticeship. During 
all which time the said apprentice, his master faithfully shall serve his secrets keep, his 
lawful commands, being lawfully obeyed, he shall do no damage to his said master, nor 
flee, it be done by others without giving notice thereof to his said master, he shall not 
wrest, lend nor purloin the goods of his said master, nor absent himself from the service 
of his said master either by night or by day without his leave or consent, he shall not 
contract matrimony within the said term, nor haunt Ale-houses, Taverns, or Playhouses, 
nor play at any unlawful game or games whereby his said master be damaged, either with 
the lots of his own goods or the goods of others but in all things behave himself as a true, 
faithful and honest apprentice ought to do during said term. In consideration whereof the 
said master John Cory for himself and his son Joseph Cory both covenant and agree to 
find, provide and allow unto his said apprentice good and sufficient meat, drink, and 
apparel, lodging and washing fit and suitable for his said apprentice, both in sickness and 
in health and also teach his said apprentice or cause him to be taught to read, write and 
cypher within the said term and at the end and expiration thereof to discharge his said 
apprentice with one good new suit of apparel throughout besides his usual apparel and for 
the true performance of the Covenant and agreements above expressed the parties to 
these present above named bind themselves to each to the other. In witness whereof they 
have hereunto interchangeably set their hands the day and year above written with seals 
affixed.  !!
[Signed by:] 
Gideon Freeborn, Esq. 
Joseph Anthony 
John Cory


