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Learning about Portsmouth History

One area, one subject at a time.


Exploring Glen area with 
Elmhurst Students


Portsmouth topics with 
Curator’s Committee


Collecting books about the 
history of our backyard 
-Portsmouth



1.  Prescott House/

Farm



British Soldier Mackenzie’s Map



2.  Oak Glen

Julia Ward Howe


Maud Howe Elliott



Battle Hymn of the Republic

 The next morning just about 4 
o’clock I woke suddenly. As I 
lay there in bed the words of 

the hymn began to form 
themselves in my mind. I got up 

and by the faint light of the 
early morning scrawled them on 
a piece of paper and then went 
back to bed and sound asleep 
again. That is the way the hymn 

was written.” 



2A Valley Inn

Rebecca Cornell


1673 Mysterious Death




Deposition of John Briggs: 

And being between Sleeping and 

Waking, ..where upon

He awaked…perceived a light in the room, 
like to the dawning of day and plainly he 

saw the shape and  appearance of a Woman 
standing by his bed side…”I am your sister 

Cornell”, and twice said, 

“See how I was Burnt with fire.”



3.  Patriots’ Park

Memorial to the 
Black Regiment



The field commander of the Hessians, Captain 
Malsburg, later wrote in his journal, recalling that 

his men, “…now rushed up the hill under heavy fire 
in order to take the redoubt. Here they 

experienced a more obstinate resistance than they 
expected. They found large bodies of troops 
behind the works and at its sides, chiefly wild 

looking men in their shirt sleeves, and among them 
many Negroes.”



4.  Bristol Ferry 
Common/Mt Hope 

Park



1666

Just above the ferry is 
the 3 acre lot that 
Richard Searl sold to 
Mary Paine (a Bar maid 
At Baulston’s Tavern) 
for a pint of wine.


The Town Gave her the Deed And 

the land was used by John 
Tripp, Mary’s Husband, for the 
site of his ferry house. 


In 1719 the land to the south of 
the ferry was ordered to be 
kept open for the convenience 
of the public in importing and 
transporting horses, cattle, 
sheep, wood, etc. 


From Edward West:  The Lands of 
Portsmouth




5 Founder’s Brook

5A Town Pond



1870

Today



6.  Stone Bridge





7.  Butts Hill Fort

Not a fort until 1780-81.

French engineers under


Rochambeau





8.  Lafayette House

8.  Lafayette House

Dennis House,


Bowler,

Earle (Bristol Ferry)




There are espaliers of fruit trees at 
each end of the garden, some curious 

flowering shrubs, and a pretty 
collection of fruit trees. The room on 

the left in the summer-house, is 
beautifully prepared and designed for 
music, contains a spinnet (piano). But 

the whole garden discovered the 
desolations of war and the want of a 
gardener to dress it. The Marquis de 

la Fayette took quarters at this house. 
A number of cannon fired from the 

enemy's lines this afternoon, but no 
damage done. 




9.  Friends 

Meeting House



Trumbull

“Col. Wigglesworth, do you 
see those troops crossing 
obliquely from the west road 
towards your rear?”


“Yes, they are Americans, 
coming to our support.”


‘No sir, those are Germans; 
mark, their dress is blue and 
yellow, not buff; they are 
moving to fell late your rear, 
and intercept your retreat. 
Retreat instantly — don’t 
lose a moment, or you will be 
cut off.”


The gallant man obeyed, 
reluctantly, and withdrew 
the guard in fine style, 
slowly, but safely.” From 
Trumbull’s Reminiscences 



10.  Historical Society 
Museum 


and Southermost 
School



• Boys and girls playing together - 1 lash 

• Fighting at School - 5 lashes 

• Quarreling at school - 3 lashes 

• Climbing for every foot over 3ft up a tree - 1 lash 

• Telling tales out of school - 8 lashes 

• Giving each other ill names - 3 lashes 

• Misbehaving to girls - 10 lashes 

• Leaving school without leave of the teacher - 4 lashes 

• Wearing long fingernails - 2 lashes 

• Boys going to the girls’ play place - 3 lashes 

• Girls going to the boys’ play place - 2 lashes 

        • For every word you miss on your heart lessons without a   

good excuse - 1 lash 

• For not saying yes or no sir or yes or no marm - 2 lashes 

• Telling lies - 7 lashes 

• Swearing at school - 9 lashes. 

“Having considered 
how excellent an 
ornament learning is 
to mankind and the 
great necessity there 
is in building a public 
school house on said 
south side” 1716



11.  The Glen



During a 1997 visit to the Glen, Moses 
(Tony)Taylor VII, Edith Taylor’s grandson, 
shared his memories of visiting his 
grandmother in the 1920s and 30s.   He 
remembers  a very formal life at the Glen.  
Everyone dressed for dinner.  There was a 
house staff of over ten individuals, a garden 
staff and a  person whose full time job was 
bringing in and arranging fresh flowers in the 
Flower Room.  Mrs. Taylor used to enjoy 
sitting in the verandah watching the river.



12.  Greenvale



• Barstow followed a pattern for a 
gentleman’s farm from the 
agricultural literature of the day 
(Country Life by Robert Morris 
Copeland – published 1859).  


• He sees the ideal farm as 60 
acres of which 


•20 are farm. three acres 
are kitchen garden, 


•11 acres are for orchards 
of pears, peaches, cherries, 
plums, quinces, apricots, 
nectarines, apples and 
nuts.  


•Six acres are occupied by 
barns, stables, 
greenhouses, a grape 
house, hotbeds and 
nurseries as well as a 
dwelling house.  


•Land is set aside for a 
flower garden as well. 
 The rest is lawn, woods, 
ponds and roads



The End

Gloria Schmidt 2024

Look for activities this 
October at Melville 
Park, Butts Hill Fort, 
Mt. Hope Park and 
Bristol Ferry Commons.


Discover Your 
Portsmouth


