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Portsmouth Conservation 
Commission

• Conni Harding, Chair


• Chartered by the Town Council 


• to protect and develop Portsmouth's natural resources


• protect the watershed resources, 


• preserve natural esthetic areas within the town.
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1.  Melville Park 
2. Bristol Ferry 

Common/Mt 
Hope Park 

3. Butts Hill 
Fort



Melville Park Committee

• Stephen Luce, Chair


• Outdoor recreation area with ponds for fishing, 


• trails for hiking, picnic tables, 


• and a scenic waterfall 


• located in Portsmouth, RI, in the heart of Aquidneck 
Island.
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Bristol Ferry Town 
Commons Committee

• Ruth Sears, Chair


• This is the site of a town common 
dating back to 1714. A ferry service 
for farmers started here in 1640.  


• This 1.5 acre space was originally 
used by farmers and others to keep 
their livestock and other goods 
while waiting for the ferry to 
Bristol. 


• This became a transportation hub 
for Portsmouth with steamboats, 
trolleys, trains and ferries all 
stopping here.  


• The opening of the Mount Hope 
Bridge in 1929 ended the ferry 
service.  


• Mt. Hope Park has beautiful sunset 
views of the bridge.





• Paul Murphy Chair


• The mission statement of the BHFRC is to raise public 
awareness, 


• provide a safe and accessible educational/recreational 
site. 


• The goal is to have the fort restored by 2026

Butts Hill Fort Restoration 
Committee
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