
 

Timeline 

1776 - 1779:  British occupation of Island. 

August 9, 1778:  British troops retreat 

from Butts Hill (Windmill Hill). 

August 11, 1778:  American troops at Butts 

Hill. 

August 29 - 30. 1778:  Battle of Rhode 

Island Gen. Sullivan uses Butts Hill as 

headquarters. 

August 31,1778:  British return to 

“Windmill Hill” (Butts Hill). 

October 1779:  Butts Hill returned to 

American control.  

July 1780:  Col. Greene’s 1st RI Regiment as 

part of the  "Rhode Island Six Months 

Continental Battalion,” worked with 

French masons and Massachusetts militias 

to complete fort structure. 

Nov. 1780:  Col. Greene’s RI 1st Regiment 

remained at Butts Hill to work on the fort 

after the remainder of the Continental 

Battalion joined French troops in marching 

to join Washington's army. 

August 25, 1781:  Proposal made to 

transfer cannons, carriages and 

ammunition from Butts Hill Fort to other 

Rhode Island fortifications. 

1782 Butts Hill Fort was abandoned. 

 

1900 House lots first offered for sale. 

1920s -1930s. – Roderick Terry conveyed 

property to Newport Historical Society. 

1968:  Fort conveyed to Town of 

Portsmouth

BUTTS HILL 
FORT TOUR 

2025

6.  North Battery/Bristol View 

This is one of the Oldest areas of 

the Fort.  It has a commanding view 

of Bristol ferry and the maritime 

traffic on Narragansett Bay.  

Lafayette and Rochambeau 

considered this point to be crucial 

to Communications with the 

Mainland. 

7.  Main Gate:  French Construction 

The Fortifications at Butts Hill 

were called “works” from 1776 to 

1779 when the British abandoned 

Aquidneck Island.  A Fort Has to be 

fully enclosed and that did not 

happen at Butts Hill until the 

French combined the separate 

works facing the North and FaCing 

the South into one enclosure. The 

work was a combined effort of 

French Engineers, American Militia 

and the First rhode island 

regiment.   

8.  Butts Hill Fort Green:  Roderick 

Terry preserves the Fort 

In 1782 the Cannons and other 

fortifications were moved to other 

sites.  The earthworks remained 

because the ground was not 

suitable for farming.  In the 1920s 

there were plans to level the fort 

for house lots.  Dr. roderick Terry 

bought the property and turned it 

over the the Newport Historical 

Society for Preservation.    

Today the property is the 

responsibility of the Town of 

Portsmouth.  The Butts Hill Fort 

Restoration Committee aims to 

fulfill Rev. Terry's mandate to 

preserve, keep and maintain the 

property as a monument to those 

who fought in the Revolutionary 

War. 

Berthier Map 1780-81

An Introduction:   

We welcome you to Butts Hill 

Fort.  The goal of this guide is to 

help visitors understand what 

they see when they come to the 

fort.  Butts Hill evolved over 

time.  The British called this area 

Windmill Hill because it was a 

traditional site for a windmill.   

The Americans called this area 

“Butts Hill” after the John Butts 

family that held the land when 

the war began.   The outlines we 

see now date from the 

improvements made by the French 

(with the help of Americans) in 

1780-1781.



1.  Site of British Barracks:  

In December of 1776, the British 

occupied Aquidneck Island and took 

control of the Hill.  In response to 

American threats, British General 

Pigot ordered the construction of 

various earthworks. Portsmouth 

residents were pressed into service 

building the barracks that went 

with the battery.  

2.  SW Corner: 

On August 9, 1778 the rhode Island 

Campaign to take Aquidneck Island 

back from the British began with 

the Americans taking control of 

fortifications in North Portsmouth.  

Major General John Sullivan used 

Butts Hill as his command post.   

3.  SW Battery Green 

The Americans fortified the South 

so they could defend against the 

British coming from Newport.  

Sullivan could monitor activity up 

East and West Main Roads during 

the Battle of Rhode Island on 

August 29, 1778. 

4.  View of Southern Battery 

From this point you can view the 

Construction of the Southern 

Rampart and the ditch around the 

fort and  bastions.  This piece of 

the ramparts remains unchanged 

from what was constructed by the 

British. 

5.  Inside Eastern Side of Fort 

From here the British and 

Americans had an excellent view of 

Action coming from tiverton Via 

Howland Ferry.  August 30, 1778 

the Americans Made a successful 

retreat across Howland Ferry. 
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1.  Site of British Barracks:  British Occupation 

2.  SE corner: Rhode Island Campaign 

3.  Southern Battery Green:  Battle of RI 

4.  S.Battery Green Viewing Earthworks 

5.  Eastern Corner: Howland View/Retreat 

6.  North Battery:  Bristol Ferry View/maritime 

7.  Front Gate:  French engineering, RI 1st, Militia 

8.  Butts Hill Green: Terry Preservation


