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Battle Heads South


14 May 1781:  Col. Christopher 
Greene killed in a battle near 
Fishkill, NY.


10 June 1781: French Army starts its 
trail to Yorktown.


14 October 1781: Stephen Olney of 
Providence leads the final charge in 
the Battle of Yorktown.


3 September 1783:  Final peace 
treaty signed in Paris.


25 August 1778: the Americans decided 
to retreat.


28 August 1778: The Siege of Newport 
was over.


29 August 1778:  Battle of Rhode Island.  
Black Regiment distinguishes itself in 
battle.  


31 August 1778:  Americans make a 
successful retreat.


25 October 1779:  British garrison evacuated 
Newport.
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December 1764. Stephen Hopkins 
publishes Rights of Colonies Examined


27 August 1765:  Stamp Act Riots 
begin.  Hanging in effigy, destruction 
of property,  Newport riots were the 
most violent in the colonies.


4 March 1766:  Daughters of Liberty 
established in Newport - first in the 
colonies.


19 July, 1768:  British Customs 
schooner Liberty destroyed and 
burned in Newport Harbor.


10 June 1772:  British Custom ship 
Gaspee  was run aground and burned 
off Pawtuxet.


22 April  1775:  1500 troops raised in 
Rhode Island to assist Massachusetts 
after Lexington.


12 June 1775:  Rhode Island becomes 
the first colony to establish its own 
navy.


13 October 1775:  Continental 
Congress passes Rhode Island’s 
resolution to create a Continental 
Navy.


12-13 January 1776: Raids on Prudence 
Island.


4 May 1776:  RI Legislature breaks 
allegiance to King George III..  First 
declaration of independence in the 
colonies.


Prelude to War Rhode Island Campaign Begins


29 July, 1778:  French forces under 
D’Estaing arrive at Newport - British 
dig in for siege. 


5 August 1778:  British frigates are 
purposely sunk in harbor to hinder 
French and to avoid their capture by 
the French.


Siege of Newport


9 August 1778: Fearing an attack, 
British forces abandoned Butts Hill 
and General Pigot withdrew his 
forces to Newport 


11 August 1778: Most of the American 
troops were camped around Butts 
Hill.“


11-13 August 1778 A “Great Storm” hit 
that destroyed men, horses, camps and 
supplies on both the British and 
American sides.  British and French 
fleets battered by hurricane


16 August 1778: Americans built 
earthworks and dug trenches toward 
Newport.


17 August 1778: Sullivan calls a 
council of War. All officers 
recommend holding positions until 
they could be reinforced by the 
French. 


20 August 1778:  French Fleet 
reappeared off Newport with 12 
battered ships. He informed General 
Sullivan that his fleet needed repairs 
and he would be sailing immediately 
for Boston.


Rhode Island Regiment Flag 

Was the Flag of  RI 2nd Regiment

RI 1st Regiment Flag

Occupation of Aquidneck Island


8 December 1776: British Army arrives 
to occupy Aquidneck Island


9 July 1777:  British General Prescott 
captured by Col. Barton at Overing 
Farm in Portsmouth.


9 February 1778: RI Legislature 
authorizes raising a regiment of Black 
and Indigenous troops.


25 May 1778:  British forces raid 
Bristol - Warren


31 May 1778:  British raid Tiverton and 
Fall River
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